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The Legatum Institute

The Legatum Institute exists to promote the prosperity of individuals, families, communities and nations.
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Overview

Prosperity is much more than money or wealth, it is about growth, opportunity, freedom and responsibility. History reveals the foundations of prosperity which are the beliefs, values, culture and traditions that create virtuous people, trust-based societies and strong nations. By understanding what has worked before, we can thoughtfully apply ancient wisdom to modern challenges, translating sound principles into better institutions and policies.





Background

Legatum first began establishing metrics around prosperity in 2006 when we engaged a team of Oxford University professors. Together, we sought to define the pillars that would allow us to understand the overall quality of life for a nation’s people, using an evidence-based approach. Looking beyond economic indicators, we identified metrics that affect wellbeing, such as family relationships, the role of the community and the environment. The report produced from this work was the foundation upon which the Prosperity Index was established.

In 2007, Legatum founded the Institute with an initial remit to specifically focus on authorship of the Index. In subsequent years, the Institute extended its programmes into other areas such as Russian disinformation, refugees, international development and the health of society.

Today, the Legatum Institute currently focuses on the following:

	The Centre for National Prosperity is an initiative of The Legatum Institute Foundation, a registered charity, and is dedicated to empirical research, data analytics and education on what drives and restrains the prosperity of nations. The Centre’s flagship programme is the Legatum Prosperity Index, the world’s leading index devoted to equipping policymakers with insights, diagnostic tools and a practical understanding on how to enhance the wealth and wellbeing of their country.





Analysis

Some of the prior outcomes of the Institute's work include:


	The Prosperity Index is featured as a key metric of success by a number of governments and international organisations, including the World Economic Forum and the US Agency for International Development.
	The Institute’s measure of poverty in the UK was featured as the headline measure of the UN Rapporteur on extreme poverty; has been a central part of a House of Commons Work and Pensions Select Committee report; is used as the most reliable measure by numerous media outlets and fact check websites; was referenced in the Labour Party 2019 manifesto; and is in the process of being adopted as an official national statistic by the Government.
	The Institute’s work on Economic Openness has been used by a number of governments around the world as a reference point for priority areas, as well as by leaders in the global business community to argue the case for policies to support free trade and open economies.








We are constantly probing answers to big questions: how do people flourish? Why are some nations more prosperous than others?

Alan McCormick
Chairman, Legatum Institute Foundation
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Our model leads us to look at society as a whole, and to direct resources towards activities that address different aspects of people’s prosperity


View









15th

edition of the Legatum Prosperity Index
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Alan McCormick
Partner


Alan co-founded Legatum, driving the creation of much of the firm's social investment portfolio
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Mark Stoleson
Chief Executive Officer and Partner


Mark co-founded Legatum with his partners in 2006 and now serves as Chief Executive Officer
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Rob Vickers
General Counsel


Rob joined Legatum in 2011 as General Counsel and sits on the Legatum Institute's board
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2023 Legatum Prosperity Index Launches

The Index has been designed to be a transformational tool to help enable targeted policy responses that can drive tangible improvements in prosperity.


28.02.2023
Read More
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Legatum Institute launches the UK Prosperity Index

We are pleased to report that the Legatum Institute has launched its UK Prosperity Index 2021.


13.05.2021
Read More
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How Nations Succeed; a report from the Legatum Institute explores why some nations fail while others succeed

The Legatum Institute has published a report providing an analysis of the choices and steps made by countries with successful journeys towards prosperity.


24.02.2021
Read More






[image: Legatum Institute school opening report]
Legatum Institute publishes impact analysis of school re-opening decision

A new report by the Legatum Institute provides analysis of the costs and benefits associated with re-opening schools in England between now and the autumn.


21.02.2021
Read More
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The Legatum Center at MIT

The Legatum Center at MIT is a community hub for students who seek to accelerate economic progress through innovation-driven entrepreneurship


Entrepreneurship
View
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Legatum Capital

Legatum Capital invests in well-run businesses across a range of sectors, primarily focusing on consumer, technology and financial services


Financial investments
View
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Centre for Entrepreneurs

The Centre for Entrepreneurs promotes entrepreneurship in the UK. Legatum launched the Centre in 2013 in partnership with serial entrepreneur Luke Johnson


Entrepreneurship
View
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Social Sector Development Initiative

The Social Sector Development Initiative launched in 2011 as a three-year initiative to encourage China's social sector growth and sustainability


Policy and civil society
View
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Level 2, Legatum Plaza 
Dubai International Financial Centre
Dubai, United Arab Emirates


+971 4 317 5800


info@legatum.com
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